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Charles de Gaulle, the towering figure of 20th-century French history,
remains an enduring symbol of resilience, leadership, and national pride.
His extraordinary life and career, spanning tumultuous decades and world-
altering events, are meticulously chronicled in Charles De Gaulle:
Routledge Historical Biographies, an authoritative and deeply researched
work by acclaimed historian Julian Jackson.
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This comprehensive biography delves into the formative experiences,
political ideologies, and transformative actions that shaped de Gaulle's
legacy as one of the greatest statesmen of the modern era.

Early Life and Military Career

Born in Lille, France in 1890, Charles de Gaulle exhibited an early passion
for history and military strategy. He graduated from the prestigious École
Spéciale Militaire de Saint-Cyr and served with distinction in World War I,
where he was wounded multiple times and received the Croix de Guerre.
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Jackson vividly recounts the pivotal moments in de Gaulle's early military
career, showcasing his tactical brilliance, unwavering determination, and
the early signs of his extraordinary leadership abilities.

The Second World War and Resistance

With the outbreak of World War II, de Gaulle rose to prominence as a
charismatic and outspoken opponent of France's appeasement policy
towards Nazi Germany. When France fell to the Nazis in 1940, he famously
refused to surrender and became the leader of the Free French Forces,
waging a tireless campaign against the German occupation.

Jackson meticulously documents de Gaulle's role in galvanizing the French
Resistance, forging alliances with the Allies, and ultimately liberating Paris
and leading the nation towards recovery.

Post-War France and the Fifth Republic

After the war, de Gaulle served as President of the Provisional Government
of the French Republic and played a pivotal role in drafting the constitution
for the Fourth Republic. However, his attempts at political reform were met
with opposition, and he resigned in 1946.

Jackson analyzes the complexities of de Gaulle's post-war leadership,
highlighting his unwavering commitment to French sovereignty, his distrust
of parliamentary politics, and his vision for a more centralized and
presidential system of government.

In 1958, amidst a political crisis caused by the Algerian War, de Gaulle was
appointed President of the Council of Ministers. He drafted a new



constitution that established the Fifth Republic, which has remained the
foundation of French politics to this day.

The Statesman and the Legacy

As President of the Fifth Republic, de Gaulle implemented a series of
reforms designed to modernize and strengthen France. He pursued an
independent foreign policy, reducing France's reliance on the United States
and promoting a vision of European unity.

Jackson provides a comprehensive assessment of de Gaulle's domestic
and international policies, examining his impact on economic development,
social welfare, and the country's role on the global stage.

De Gaulle retired from politics in 1969 and died in 1970. His legacy
continues to inspire and divide opinion, but his enduring contribution to
France's identity, international standing, and democratic traditions cannot
be denied.

Charles De Gaulle: Routledge Historical Biographies is an indispensable
resource for anyone seeking a deep understanding of one of the most
influential figures of the 20th century. Julian Jackson's rigorous research
and masterful storytelling bring to life the complexities of de Gaulle's
personality, the challenges he faced, and the transformative impact he had
on France and the world.

Free Download your copy today and delve into the extraordinary life and
legacy of Charles de Gaulle, a true icon of leadership and national destiny.
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