
Modernism Before and Beyond Balanchine:
An Exploration of Ballet's Avant-Garde
Modernism was a revolutionary movement in the arts that emerged in the
early 20th century. It challenged traditional forms and conventions, and
sought to create new ways of seeing and experiencing the world. Ballet
was one of the art forms that was profoundly affected by modernism.

This book explores the modernist movement in ballet, from its origins in the
early 20th century to its continued influence today. It focuses on the work of
George Balanchine, one of the most influential choreographers of the 20th
century. Balanchine's work was groundbreaking in its use of modernism,
and it helped to shape the way that ballet is performed and understood
today.
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This book is divided into three parts. The first part provides an overview of
the modernist movement in ballet. It discusses the origins of modernism in
ballet, and the ways in which it challenged traditional ballet aesthetics and
techniques. The second part focuses on the work of George Balanchine. It
examines Balanchine's use of modernism in his choreography, and the
ways in which his work has influenced ballet. The third part explores the
legacy of modernism in ballet. It discusses the ways in which modernism
has continued to shape ballet, and the ways in which it is still relevant
today.

The Origins of Modernism in Ballet

The origins of modernism in ballet can be traced to the early 20th century.
At this time, there was a growing dissatisfaction with the traditional forms
and conventions of ballet. Many dancers and choreographers felt that ballet
had become too rigid and formulaic, and they sought to create new ways of
expressing themselves through dance.

One of the most influential figures in the early modernist movement in ballet
was Vaslav Nijinsky. Nijinsky was a Russian dancer and choreographer
who is considered one of the greatest dancers of all time. In 1913, he
choreographed the ballet "Le Sacre du printemps" for the Ballets Russes.
"Le Sacre du printemps" was a groundbreaking work that challenged
traditional ballet aesthetics and techniques. It used dissonant music,
angular movements, and a primitive setting. The ballet was met with
outrage by audiences and critics, but it is now considered one of the most
important works in the history of ballet.

Nijinsky's work had a profound influence on the development of modernism
in ballet. It inspired other dancers and choreographers to experiment with



new forms and techniques. In the years that followed, a number of
modernist ballets were created, including "Les Noces" by Bronislava
Nijinska, "Parade" by Jean Cocteau and Leonide Massine, and "Mercure"
by Erik Satie and Léonide Massine.

George Balanchine and Modernism

George Balanchine was one of the most influential choreographers of the
20th century. He was born in Russia in 1904, and he began studying ballet
at the age of nine. In 1924, he joined the Ballets Russes, where he worked
with some of the most influential dancers and choreographers of the time.

In 1933, Balanchine left the Ballets Russes and founded his own company,
the School of American Ballet. The School of American Ballet was a
training ground for some of the most talented dancers of the 20th century,
including Jerome Robbins, Tanaquil Le Clercq, and Edward Villella.

Balanchine's work was groundbreaking in its use of modernism. He
challenged traditional ballet aesthetics and techniques, and he created a
new style of ballet that was more abstract and minimalist. Balanchine's
ballets are often characterized by their use of geometric patterns, their
focus on the music, and their lack of narrative.

Balanchine's work had a profound influence on the development of ballet in
the 20th century. He helped to create a new style of ballet that was more
abstract and minimalist, and he inspired a generation of dancers and
choreographers. Today, Balanchine's ballets are performed by companies
all over the world, and he is considered one of the most important
choreographers in the history of ballet.



The Legacy of Modernism in Ballet

Modernism has had a lasting impact on ballet. The modernist ballets of the
early 20th century challenged traditional ballet aesthetics and techniques,
and they helped to create a new style of ballet that is more abstract and
minimalist. Today, modernism continues to influence ballet, and it is a vital
part of the art form.

There are a number of ways in which modernism continues to shape ballet.
One way is through the use of abstract and minimalist forms. Many
contemporary ballets are non-narrative, and they focus on the movement
and music rather than on telling a story. Another way in which modernism
continues to influence ballet is through the use of technology. Many
contemporary ballets use projections, lighting, and sound effects to create
a more immersive experience for the audience.

Modernism has also influenced the way that ballet is taught and performed.
Today, many dancers and choreographers are trained in both classical
ballet and modern dance. This cross-training allows dancers to move more
freely and expressively, and it has helped to create a new generation of
dancers who are more versatile and technically proficient.

Modernism has had a profound impact on ballet. It has challenged
traditional ballet aesthetics and techniques, and it has helped to create a
new style of ballet that is more abstract and minimalist. Today, modernism
continues to influence ballet, and it is a vital part of the art form.

Modernism was a revolutionary movement in the arts that challenged
traditional forms and conventions. Ballet was one of the art forms that was
profoundly affected by modernism. This book has explored the modernist



movement in ballet, from its origins in the early 20th century to its continued
influence today. It has focused on the work of George Balanchine, one of
the most influential choreographers of the 20th century. Balanchine's work
was groundbreaking in its use of modernism, and it helped to shape the
way that ballet is performed and understood today.

Modernism continues to influence ballet in a number of ways. It is evident
in the use of abstract and minimalist forms, the use of technology, and the
way that ballet is taught and performed. Modernism has helped to create a
new style of ballet that is more abstract and minimalist, and it has helped to
create a new generation of dancers who are more versatile and technically
proficient.

Modernism has had a lasting impact on ballet. It has challenged traditional
ballet aesthetics and techniques, and it has helped to create a new style of
ballet that is more abstract and minimalist. Today, modernism continues to
influence ballet, and it is a vital part of the art form.
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