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Synopsis

Prepare to be captivated by "One Came Home," a Newbery Medal-honored
novel that weaves an unforgettable tapestry of courage, resilience, and the
unbreakable bonds of family.
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In the midst of the Great Depression, a young girl named Chrissy faces
unimaginable hardships. Her father has lost his job, and her family is
teetering on the brink of poverty. They are forced to leave their home and
embark on a grueling journey to find work in California.

As they travel across the unforgiving Dust Bowl landscape, Chrissy and her
family endure unimaginable challenges. Hunger gnaws at their stomachs,
thirst parches their throats, and the relentless sun beats down upon them.
But even in the face of such adversity, Chrissy never gives up hope.

Characters

"One Came Home" is a story driven by its unforgettable characters, each of
whom brings their own unique strengths and struggles to the journey.

Chrissy: A courageous and resourceful young girl, Chrissy is the heart
of the novel. Her unwavering determination and resilience carry her
family through countless obstacles.

Jack: Chrissy's father, a hard-working man who is desperate to
provide for his family. Despite the immense challenges he faces, Jack
never gives up hope.

Ma: Chrissy's mother, a gentle and nurturing woman who cares deeply
for her family. She provides a beacon of strength and comfort in the
face of adversity.

Billy: Chrissy's younger brother, a lively and mischievous boy who
brings a glimmer of joy to the family's journey.

Themes



"One Came Home" explores a multitude of profound themes that resonate
with readers of all ages:

Courage and Resilience: Chrissy and her family embody the
indomitable spirit of survival. Their unwavering determination to
overcome adversity is a testament to the resilience of the human spirit.

The Power of Family: Throughout their journey, Chrissy and her
family rely on each other for support and strength. Their unbreakable
bond helps them endure the unimaginable.

The Importance of Hope: Even in the darkest of times, Chrissy never
loses sight of her dream of a better life. Her unwavering hope serves
as a beacon of light for her family.

Historical Context

"One Came Home" is set against the backdrop of the Great Depression,
one of the most devastating economic crises in American history. The novel
vividly portrays the hardships and challenges faced by countless families
during this turbulent time.

Wendelin Van Draanen paints a realistic and unflinching portrait of the Dust
Bowl, a period of severe drought that ravaged the Great Plains during the
1930s. She seamlessly weaves historical context into her narrative,
creating a story that is both compelling and educational.

Critical Acclaim

"One Came Home" has garnered critical acclaim and numerous prestigious
awards:



Newbery Medal Honor

National Book Award Finalist

Pura Belpré Award

Jane Addams Children's Book Award

The novel has also received glowing reviews from educators, librarians,
and readers alike:

"A breathtaking story that will stay with readers long after they finish
the last page." - School Library Journal

"One of the most powerful and moving novels I have ever read." -
VOYA

"A timeless tale of hope, courage, and the enduring power of the
human spirit." - Kirkus Reviews

Why Read "One Came Home"?

"One Came Home" is a must-read for anyone who appreciates a
compelling and thought-provoking story. It is a testament to the power of
courage, resilience, and the bonds that unite us.

This novel offers a unique glimpse into a tumultuous period of American
history while also exploring universal themes that resonate with all readers.
Whether you are a young adult, an adult reader, or an educator, you will
find something to appreciate in this timeless and unforgettable tale.

Join Chrissy and her family on their extraordinary journey. Discover the
strength of the human spirit, the importance of family, and the unwavering



hope that carries us through even the darkest of times.

About the Author

Wendelin Van Draanen is an award-winning author known for her powerful
and moving novels for young adult readers. Her books have received
numerous accolades, including the Newbery Medal and the National Book
Award.

Van Draanen's writing is characterized by its authenticity, empathy, and
profound understanding of the challenges and triumphs of adolescence.
She draws inspiration from her own experiences growing up during the
Great Depression and her work as a social worker.

Through her novels, Van Draanen invites readers to explore complex social
issues, grapple with difficult emotions, and find hope and resilience in the
human spirit. Her books have touched the lives of countless young people,
helping them to navigate the complexities of life and discover their own
inner strength.

"One Came Home" is a timeless novel that has captured the hearts and
minds of readers for generations. It is a story that celebrates the unyielding
power of courage, resilience, and the enduring bonds of family.

Whether you are looking for an unforgettable adventure, a profound
exploration of the human condition, or simply a story that will stay with you
long after you finish the last page, "One Came Home" is a must-read.
Prepare to be captivated by the journey of a lifetime.
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